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devastation which followed in the wake of the Conquest,
At Lincoln 240 houses were 'waste', but while 166 "were
destroyed on account of the castle, the remaining 74 " were
rendered waste " because of misfortune, poverty and ravage
by fire"1.    Again at Oxford the destruction of houses
seems to have been partly due to the advent of the rebel
army under Edwin and Morcar in 10652; while at Derby,
where the number of burgesses was reduced from 243 to
140, no castle at all appears to have been built3.   None the
less the Norman Conquest constituted a decisive landmark
in the development of towns ; it established the royal power
on a firm footing, and by checking the tendencies to feudal
disruption it welded England into unity centuries before
any country on the Continent.   William L's resolute will
enabled him to impress the stamp of his vigorous personality
upon the turbulent forces which he successfully controlled.
But the influence of any personality is necessarily evanescent,
and would not alone have sufficed to extirpate the dis-
integrating elements in the feudal system.    It was reserved
for Henry I. to create the institutions and administrative
framework which embodied the main contribution made by
Norman rulers to the development of the English constitution.
His systematic organization of justice and finance, and the
establishment of a professional body of administrators from
which feudal principles of government had been eliminated,
enabled the Crown to extend its authority and make its
pressure felt in every part of the country.    If the strength
and vigour of the central government prevented English
towns from attaining the degree of independence shared by
the great cities of the German and Italian leagues, it saved
them from a tumultuous and precarious existence. It afforded
opportunities for unostentatious development and progress,
in which quietly and without fear of their powerful neigh-
bours they could turn all their energy and skill to building
up their industrial and commercial resources.
The Norman Conquest gave to English towns internal
peace, the indispensable condition of their growth;   its
1 Parker, Early History of Oxford, 234.                            a Ibid. 200.
3 Victoria County History, Derbyshire, i. 310.